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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1PROPOSAL NAME: Philippine/Hawaiian Ministry

SUBMITTING ORGANIZATION: The Diocese of Nevada

PROPOSAL/PLAN COORDINATOR NAME: The Rev. Arsolin Almodiel

PHONE NUMBER: 702-449-4552

E-MAIL ADDRESS:  frarsie@msn.com

DESCRIBE WHAT YOU WANT TO ACCOMPLISH: THE DESIRED OUTCOMES AND PURPOSE OF YOUR PROJECT:

The Diocese of Nevada, and specifically the area including Clark County in southern Nevada has a large Filipino and Hawaiian population.  Current data from Mission Insite  indicates that there are over 63,000 Filipino immigrants and people of Hawaiian extraction in the Pahrump and Las Vegas valleys.  Two of the Episcopal Churches in Las Vegas have Filipino congregations.  The one that meets at All Saints’ Episcopal Church is made up principally of people with ties to the Philippine Independent Church and the one that meets at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church is made up principally of people with ties to the Philippine Episcopal Church.  Both of these are small but vibrant congregations of about 30 people each and both the Philippine Independent Church and the Philippine Episcopal Church are part of the Anglican Communion.  The Diocese has one clergy person of Philippine extraction, who serves in a non-stipendiary role at All Saints’ Episcopal Church.  The Filipino culture is a bridge culture to the Hispanic/Latino culture because of their common history with Spanish catholicism and with other Asian Americans because of their common origin in Asia. The Holy Child Filipino American congregation in Las Vegas has great potential for growth because almost 50% of their current membership are youth and young adults. Their worship services are in English and there is a strong emphasis on lay ministry which would enable them to build up new congregations in Pahrump and other areas in greater Las Vegas either as satellites of the original congregation at All Saints. The Missioner of the Episcopal Asiamerica Ministries at the Episcopal Church Center in New York  is very supportive of this endeavor and will provide leadership training resources for this project.

The purpose of this grant request is to begin a concerted effort to develop a self-sustaining ministry aimed at the cultural needs and expectations of the large number of Philippine and Hawaiian residents in Southern Nevada while integrating these congregations into the Episcopal Church communities.

The desired outcome is a self sustaining ministry to the people of the Philippines and Hawaii who live in the Las Vegas Valley.

WHO WILL THIS INITIATIVE SERVE?

This initiative will serve the growing population of Southern Nevada including the Pahrump and Las Vegas Valleys who come from the Philippines and Hawaii.

HOW DOES THIS PROPOSAL EXTEND, ENRICH, AND EXPAND THE ELEMENTS OF MISSION AS DEFINED IN THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER?

This project works to expand the ministry of the Episcopal Church in Nevada to more fully restore all people to unity with God and each other in Christ.

HOW DOES THIS INITIATIVE REFLECT THE GENERAL CONVENTION ’09 PRIORITIES?

Growing congregations, and becoming a Multi-cultural, inclusive, multilingual, and international church are among the key priorities of the General Convention of 2009.  This project is directed exactly at those objectives.

DESCRIBE YOUR LONG TERM PLAN TO CONTINUE OR AMPLIFY THE OUTCOMES OF THIS INITIATIVE:

The long term plan is for this ministry to become self supporting and become more than a separate cultural group within the Episcopal Church.  All Saints’ currently has three cultural congregations, an Anglo congregation that has 3 services each weekend, a Latino congregation which has 1 service each weekend and a Filipino congregation that has 1 service each weekend.  All Saints’ is consciously working to integrate these there cultural groups into one community that does many things together but retains each congregation’s cultural needs.  This is the model we desire to build upon in Southern Nevada.

HOW WILL YOU SHARE THIS PROJECT/PROGRAM AND ITS LEARNINGS?  HOW CAN THIS PROJECT BECOME PORTABLE OR REPLICABLE IN OTHER PLACES?s

In July this summer the EAM Filipino Convocation has its national meeting at All Saints’ in Las Vegas. This convocation provides a national forum to share progress and experiences and is heavily supported by the Episcopal Church Center. 

HOW DOES THIS PROJECT DEMONSTRATE NEW WAYS OF THINKING?

This project demonstrates a commitment to be inclusive and to extend the boundaries of the Episcopal Church.  We have to integrate the new Pacific Islander congregations into the Las Vegas Valley Interfaith, a community organizing effort to unite people for the common good across lines of race and religion.  At present Las Vegas Interfaith has minimum Asian participation and no Pacific Islander participation.  We plan to change that. 

WHAT RESOURCES DO YOU ALREADY HAVE TO SUPPORT THIS INITIATIVE?


PEOPLE:
The non-stipendiary priest and congregations of Filipino members in Las Vegas are working to make this proposal work.


SYSTEMS:
As mentioned above, the EAM Filipino Convocation supports this proposal.


FUNDING:
At present there is no other specific funding available for this project.


OTHER

WHAT OTHER RESOURCES HAVE YOU ALREADY TAPPED TO SUPPORT THIS INITIATIVE?

WHO ELSE HAVE YOU ASKED FOR RESOURCES TO SUPPORT THIS INITIATIVE?  WHAT IS THE STATUS OF YOUR REQUEST?  WHAT WAS THE OUTCOME?

WHAT RESOURCES DO YOU STILL NEED TO SUPPORT THIS INITIATIVE?

The principal need at this point is funding to enable a person to spend full time knocking on doors to build a community of Filipino and Hawaiian worshipers

WHAT COLLABORATION HAVE YOU CONSIDERED FOR THIS MINISTRY INITIATIVE?

Collaboration at this point is between the two congregations in Las Vegas and the EAM Filipino Covocation.

TOTAL FUNDING REQUESTED:
$25,000

IF YOU ONLY RECEIVE PARTIAL FUNDING FOR YOUR INITIATIVE, WHAT WILL YOU DO?

If only partial funding is received we will scale back to effort and limit the amount of time working to build the community.

WHAT ELSE DO YOU WANT THE DMP MEMBERS TO KNOW ABOUT THIS PROPOSAL/PLAN

DIOCESE NAME: DIOCESE OF NEVADA

NAME OF APPROVING BISHOP: THE RT. REV. DAN EDWARDS

