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Proposal/Project Description:

Proposal Name: Nye County Episcopal Children’s Ministry Transportation Project

Submitting Organization(s): Episcopal Diocese of Nevada; No To Abuse

Proposal/Plan Coordinator Name: Rev. Clelia P. Garrity, LCSW

Phone number: 775-751-1118                   E-mail address: garritycpg@gmail.com 

Describe what you want to accomplish: the desired outcomes and purpose of your project:

In this grant application, the Nye County Episcopal Children’s Ministry Transportation Project is requesting $25,000 as partial support for a $75,000 budget that will cover the price of a mini-van, and associated costs such as insurance, maintenance, etc. The project will provide transportation to mental health assessments and appointments for an estimated 75 child victims of sexual abuse and domestic violence crime per year. These children live in the rural regions of Nye County, Nevada, approximately 300-400 miles from the closest mental health providers. Their parents are impoverished, and do not have reliable transportation. Currently, these children, although identified as at high risk for severe mental health disorders, are receiving no service. 

Referrals for the Nye County Episcopal Children’s Ministry Transportation Project will come from a collaborative partnership with the Nevada State Attorney General’s Office, The Nye County School District, Nye County Juvenile Probation, the Nye County Sheriff’s Office, the Nevada State Department of Children and Families, and other faith communities in Nye County.  The Nye County Episcopal Children’s Ministry Transportation Project is a member of this collaborative partnership.

Who will this initiative serve?
This project targets children in the northern communities of Nye County, Nevada – Beatty, Tonopah, Armargosa, Gabs, Round Mountain, and the Native American Reservations of Yamba, Duckwater, and Walker River who have been exposed to domestic violence, sexual assault, dating violence, and stalking and their non-offending parents/caregivers. This area is rural (less than 2 people per square mile) and has no mental health or crisis intervention resources. The closest providers of these services are over 300 miles away in Las Vegas, Nevada. Poverty is extreme. There is no public transportation at all, and the majority of families have no reliable means of transportation.

How does this proposal extend, enrich and expand the elements of mission as defined in the Book of Common Prayer? (see page 855 in the BCP)

The Church is charged with the mission to restore all people to unity with God and each other in Christ through prayer, worship, proclaiming the Gospel, and promoting justice, peace and love. We are charged to carry out this mission through the ministry of all our members.

     The children and families/caregivers served through this project, whether members of a faith community or not, will most assuredly need support in maintaining, restoring, or building anew their unity with God and each other in Christ.


     To be involved in the healing of children who are victims of sexual assault and domestic violence and in the facilitation of that healing through a restored and supportive relationship with their non-offending families/caregivers is mission. In this mission we will grow in Christ. Through this mission Christ will emerge – the Christ in each participant involved. 

How does this initiative reflect the General Convention ’09 Priorities?  (Go to the General Convention web site to find the Priorities for 2010-2012): 
Goal 1: Evangelism: This project addresses Goal 1 by proclaiming the Good News in God through proclamation. The project directly addresses Jesus’ command to his disciples found in Luke 9: 1-2. “Then Jesus called the twelve together and gave them power and authority over all demons and to cure diseases, and he sent them out to proclaim the Kingdom of God and to heal.”

Goal 2: Multiculturalism: This project addresses Goal 2 by engaging all communities of rural Nevada - (Caucasian, Hispanic, African-American; Native Americans, rural and hard to reach populations; at-risk populations; adults; children, etc.) The project engages the broad diversity of these individuals without limit to race, ethnicity, culture, language, immigration status, age, gender (and related orientation and identity issues), theological perspectives, and people living with disabilities.

Goal 3: Children, Youth and Young Adults: This project cultivates and nurtures youth and young adults to more fully engage in the ministry and mission of the Episcopal Church through recruiting and training them as volunteers who will provide support, compassion, and caring to children who have been abused and their non-offending families/caregivers. Trainings will be provided by Reverend Deacon Clelia P. Garrity, LCSW. Reverend Garrity is a deacon in the Episcopal Diocese of Nevada and also the Executive Director of No To Abuse, a domestic violence organization and child advocacy center located in Nye County.

Goal 4: Ministries of Compassion and Justice: This project will respond to our call to be in joint discipleship with Christ through meeting human needs with loving service and seeking to transform unjust structures of society. 

Project volunteers will ensure that much needed mental health and crisis intervention services are accessed and that traumatized children and families/caregivers are accompanied and supported with caring compassion. Volunteers will be proclaiming by word and example to Good News of God in Christ; seeking and serving Christ in all persons, loving their neighbors as themselves. 

Involvement of faith community members in this project will enlighten congregations about the various aspects of child abuse, the special needs of this population and the importance of supporting initiatives both locally and at the state and federal level that address the development of resources for children and families who are affected by sexual abuse and domestic violence trauma.

Describe your long term plan to continue or amplify the outcomes of this initiative:

     It is anticipated that once a faith community becomes involved in this project, the momentum within that community to establish a dedicated ministry to this fragile population will develop.

How will you share this project/program and its learning’s? How can this project become portable or replicable in other places?

     From the inception of the project, which will be supervised by the Executive Director of No To Abuse, a detailed history of the project, including training materials, photographs, media output, and other ancillary materials, will be kept and reported on regularly both the Diocesan Bishop and to the entire diocese at the annual convention.

     The project will also be included in other grant applications submitted by partner agencies as a model of volunteer activity within a community that fills an identified need and gap in services for a vulnerable population.

How does this project demonstrate new ways of thinking?

     This project brings the Episcopal Church back to its roots as a mission church and to the social work programs that were to a large degree the foundation of the church in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s. This project is a social mission in its attempt to educate Nye County faith communities, through “hands-on” experiences, of the growing dilemma of abused children in their own county, throughout the state of Nevada, the nation, and the world.

Resources for Mission:

 What resources do you already have to support this initiative?

People: Reverend Deacon Clelia P. Garrity, LCSW; The Nye County Child Advocacy Center Multidisciplinary Team (MDT) (members are from all of the organizations listed below in “Systems”)

Systems: Episcopal Diocese of Nevada; No To Abuse; Nye Communities Coalition; Nye County Sheriff’s Office; Nye County Juvenile Probation; Nevada State Department of Children and Families; Nye County School District, Nevada State Attorney General’s Office.

Funding: Jubilee Ministries “Start-Up” grant

Other:

What other resources have you already tapped to support this initiative?

     Currently, there are no grant/foundation funds available for these services. 

Who else have you asked for resources to support this initiative?  What is the status of your request?  What was the outcome?

     The project was conceptualized late last spring. This is our first attempt to get funding for this project. We will continue to seek other resources to support the project. However, in the current not-for-profit funding environment these resources may take many months to identify and apply for.

People: A  Volunteer Coordinator; a driver

What resources do you still need to support this initiative?

Systems: Additional partners from local businesses who will contribute to the ongoing costs of the project for items such as gas, car maintenance, etc.

Funding: Sufficient funds for a minivan and one year’s insurance
Other: 

What collaborations have you considered for this ministry initiative?
     The development of a robust interfaith component on our current MDT. We intend to begin work on this enhanced/expanded collaboration on August 25 at the next MDT meeting to be help in Tonopah, Nevada.

TOTAL FUNDING REQUESTED:     $25,000_____

If you only receive partial funding for your initiative, what will you do?

     We will use partial funding to rent vehicles for transportation until we can accumulate enough capital to buy a vehicle for the Diocese of Nevada’s Children’s Ministry Transportation Project. Rented vehicles will carry removable signage that says, “Nye County Episcopal Children’s Ministry Transportation Project.”

What else do you want the DMP members to know about this proposal/plan?
     Children are our future. Their well being is of utmost importance to that future. Their understanding of God’s love and the power of the Good News is essential to their well-being. 

Diocese Name:    The Episcopal Diocese of Nevada

Name of Approving DMP Diocesan Bishop (or Ecclesiastical Authority in the absence of the Diocesan Bishop) 
The Rt. Rev. Dan Thomas Edwards, Bishop of Nevada
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